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Ne’ve all heard the stories of leasings running off 
cliffs, diving to their certain deaths into a watery grave 
in the ocean. I's not a student of aniaal behavior, so 1 
don't fenew if this actually happens or if it is just a 
popular aiecoRception. !f it is so, it eakss you wonder hcti 
it is that there are any leasings left in the world when 
they sees so dedicated to perforeing a ritual that will end 
in their eventual deaise. 1 guess they don't have the 
intuition or intelligence to see the logical conclusion of 
their self destructive urges. Gut they ore just ducb 
aniaals, not ssart like us huszns, 


changing this situation? 

k: r . . 

He can't aake sore people buy Atari coaputers. HE can't 
change the price "of software (although there is a lot of 
soft Hare that is very affordable out there, so overpriced 
software can't even be an issue). He CAN write letters to 
software cospanies to convince thee to provide us with tore 
software, but ultimately sales will be the datereining ■ 
factor. So that leaves us with buying the software that is 
out there. 


Hhat has this to do with the President’s Coltun in the 
SCAT newsletter? 1 ae using the example of the leasings to 
illustrate a point of great iaportance to Atari ccsputer 
owners. 

Host of the people reading this coiuen either own an 
Atari 8-bit systea or have owned one. A cesaen probles for 
us is the tact of row software for our 400/800/XL/XE 
coeputer. Oh, wo still see new products free cospanies like 
Antic, Epyx, X’Lent, Electronic Arts, Activision, Seevasoft, 
Infocoa, DataSpft, Access, Sublogic, Accolade, Atari, and 
others, but they seen to cose along at a slower and slower 
pace -as -tiaa goes -tin, W h y isn't this Atari e arhet being 
better supported by the software producers? 


I’m not suggesting that we run out and buy software just 
for the sake of buying it, hoping that our investeents will 
assure a brighter future for us. 1 ae just urging everyone 
not to steal software. Sales lost to piracy is one of the 
few things that each and every one- of us can have an effect 
an. He can sake a difference: here! 

tfhen a. new software title coses out, once the copy 
protection is cracked, it goes up on illegal bulletin board 
systees where it can be distributed at an alaraing rate. 
One copy becoses 500 in an incredibly short period of tise. 
The person downloading it can then upload it to other pirate 
boards, where this process repeats itself again. Do you 
begin to see why there is little sof tware support for us 
compared to 3-5 years ago? 


The software coopen ies say that the Atari -8-bit aarket 
isn’t supporting thea as well os they used to. If a coapany 
can’t aake a decent profit on products that they, spend a lot 
of tiee, effort, and aoney to develop they won't be quite so 
l.kely to keep developing .new software for us. 

There are lots of reasons that can Se quoted for t»pr 
sales of Atari 8-bit products. Many Atarians will clais the 
price is too high, the product isn’t good enough, there 
aren’t as aany B-bit Atari's, in -use these days, or any 
nuaber of other rationalizations to explain it. Any or all 
of these factors nay indeed account for sene of the slurp in 
sales, but we also aust recognize a such sore esbarrassing 
fatter as being a eajor player in this gfse. 

tep, Jeff is going to talk about software piracy. In 
this society we live in, piracy seans stealing. I' a not 
going to try to cover the arguments cade by software thieves 
for supporting their practices or even try to counter those 
argusents froo the anti-piracy side of the issue. I'd 
rather just deal with the consequences of software theft. 

Quite sieply, it scans sore of the saae environment we 
have been dealing with for the past two years. If the saae 
software that sells successfully for Cosaodore, Apple, and 
IBM systees flops aiserably in the Atari aarket soeething is 
wrong! Hhat can we, as Atari -owning eonsuaers, do to try 


Hhy then, you ask, doesn't the Coamodare, Apple, and IBM 
sarkets suffer as badly as we do? The answer is not that 
Atari people steal core than they do. To suggest this is 
silly. There are as aany, likely core, software thieves in 
any one of those rasps than there is in the Atari world. 
The answer lies in the fact that there are still enough 
people in those carps that are legitiaately buying the 
software for their systems in sufficient nuabers to lake it 
viable for software cospanies to continue developing 
products far thea at a healthy rate. So we nay not have as 
•any pirates, but we don’t have enough buyers. 

The solution is sieple. All you have to do is say *ho.‘ 
Like the current campaign to say no to drugs and abuse, you 
only have to say no to stealing software. If you find 
yourself in the position to receive an illegal copy of 
software, just say no. If it's something you want to have, 
go out and buy it. If it’s soiething that you don’t feel is 
worth the aoney, it’s okay not to buy it, but for your sake 
and all our sake, DON’T STEAL IT! 

He vote for continued support far cur systees with our 
dollars. Withhold those dollars and support becoaes lore 
and gore scarce until there will be no acre software 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 
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Specializing in ATARI computers and software. We also 
feature a fine selection of printers and typewriters. 

Help us celebrate our 
GRAND OPENING/ 



New ST Titles: 

in time for the season, "Hardball" 
from Accolade. "Championship 
Baseball" St " MicroLeague 
Baseball". "Goldrunner" a great | 
arcade game! "Golden Path” from 1 
Firebird. "Shuttle IP, "High Roller", 
"Renegade" & "Arctic Fox". Gad 
3-D 2.0 and Cyber Studio from 
Antic. "GFA Basic Ver.2% “GFA 
Basic Compiler", "Certificate Maker” 
from Springboard. "Logistix”, "GFA 
Draft" &. "X-Rated Graphics'* for 
Printmaster, We also have the 
Casio CZ.-1C1 MIDI Keyboard and 
lots of MIDI software. 


New 8 bit Software: 

"News Station" & "Publishing Pro" 
from Reeve Software. "Ogre", "221 B 
Baker St.", "Autoduei", “Phantasie", 
"Guderian", "Battle Cruiser", 
"Hollywood Hi jinx" a great new 
adventure game from Infocom. Lots 
of new titles from White Bag 
Software including "Money Spin" a 
great version of Wheel of Fortune. 
1 Other titles include, "Air Hockey", 
I "Gammon 8 , “Lazer Feds", "Barn 
I Storm", “Balloon Pop", and "Crypto 

( Mania". We also have the latest 
ATARI magazines such as Antic, 
Analog and Atari Explorer. 



.All the above titles at 

DISOOUMT PHI 

Now open from 
11am- 8pm Mon, Thur, Fri. 
Ilam-Spm Tue, Wed, Sat 
Closed Sunday 





Trackball X 



The fallowing instructions explain hot) to aodtfy an Atari 
trackball (iodel nuaber CX22) to work like a aouse for the 
Atari ST (coaplete with left and right buttons). 

To start with, if the instructions here are fol lotted 
PROPERLY (and you don’t fry a chip) it should work just 
fine, however, I sake no claias as to the accuracy of this 
file, nor do I guarantee that this will work for you. 

NOTE: This aodification will NOT retain the original 
•trackball* or “joystick* nodes of the ball. 

NARNIN8: The following ONLY applies to the node! CX22 
trackball! The CX22 can usually be identified by its case 
(the case aatches the 600XL series coaputer) which is dark 
brown on top with a white hot too. Nhen in doubt, flip it 
over and look for a aodel nuaber! 

If you. have the older Atari trackball (solid black case), 
don’t despair, there is also a text file on modifying it to 
work like a eouse. The file can be found in the Delphi 
Atari; SIS if you need it (search with TRACK as a keyword in 
the ST -database). 

rfitfigryouTT need:' 

I An Atari trackball, aodel CX22 

1 A Radio Shack joystick extension cable (part I 276-1972) 

2 A low-wattage soldering iron (IS Natt, or close to that) 

3 A Volt-Oha aeter (you'll need to trace soee wires) 

4 About 2 feet of wire (saall gauge will be easier to work 

with, such as the wire in the joystick cable) 

- Before we - get into this, if you’re not faailiar with 
electron! cs or soldering to IC’s, PLEASE ' h ave soaebne *1 se 
do this for you. Also, DON’T trust the colors on the wires 
in the Radio Shack joystick extension cord! Every one that 
I buy is different (Radio Shack- seeas to use a randoa color 
coding... aakes it tough on us guys), so you'll need to 
trace the wires to see what pin on the plug they go too 
(that’s what the ahaaeter is far). 

- i ; plj _ 

To open up the trackball, reaove the 4 screws on the 
bottoa of its 'wings*; it still wont coae apart after that 
because there are 2 friction-fit posts inside it (both near 
the center of the case, one at the top and the other at the 
bottoa). Pry it apart slowly and gently to avoid breaking 
thee. Once you open up the trackball, reaove the old 
joystick cable (it doesn't have all the wires we need). Now 
get yoor Radio Shack joystick cable and clip off the KALE 
end and discard it (the end with the aetal pins sticking 
out). 

In case you don’t aren’t faailiar with the the pin 
nuaber s of the joystick cable (the Radio Shack cable doesn’t 


v 

to Mouse 


have thee nuaber ed, either)., here's the layout: 

. Locking at the JOYSTICK end of the cable (feaale end): 

5 4 3 2 1 

9 8 7 6 

Strip about 6 inches of the outer. jacket off to expose 
the individual wires (you'll need a little length to work 
with). The only pin we won’t be using js pin 5, , so trace it 
first, and dip off its wire (now it’s out of the way for 
good!). Next trace all the resaining wires to their plug 
pin nuabers and write it down someplace. 

Look at the IC’s in the trackball. Find the one aarked 
LH339 (it’s a 14-pin IC sitting away froa the other IC’s, 
directly south of where the ball sits). 

The lC?s pins are nuabered as follows (standard IC 
numbering): (looking at the top of the IC) 

14 13 12 11 10 9 8 
notch -->) .: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 


Hake the following connections to it: 

(Plug pin * to LK339 pin t) 
l - 2 

2-1 
3-14 
4 - 13 

Connect the following wires to the connector that the 

original joystick cable was plugged into (look on the PC 
board, the connector’s pin 1 is nuabered): 

(plug pin i to PC board connector pin 4) 

8 (ground) - pin 1 (closest to center of the case) 

7 (+5 v) - pin 2 (to the left o.f piR 1) 

Juap a lead froa one connector of each fire-button pad 
(right and left pads) to pin 1 on the PC board connector (in 
other words, ground the*). 

Hake the fallowing connections to the other side of the 
fire-button pads (we’re going to separate the right and left 
buttons) : 

(plug pin i to — pad) 

6 - left fire pad 

9 - right fire pad 

CONTINUED ON PA6E 14 
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WORDPROCESSOR 
PUBL X C DOMAIN 

Developed by Mike Collins and Ronnie Riche 
Reviewed by Clinton Pierce (G.A.S.) 


Reprinted Pros N1CHI6AN ATARI MAGAZINE by peraissien. 

•Reviei Textpro?* Sure, I had used the progrsa before, 
but I didn't have the docs and really didn't know all of the 
features. So, I went and bought a copy froo the GAG 
library. HOLY CON! This has got sore bells and whi sties 
than 1030 Express!! 

First of all, I aa using Textpro i.2a (with extension 
2.5e) on an Atari 130XE with a raedisk setup. The prograa’s 
built-in printer control codes do not work well with ay Star 
SG-10 (but these can be changed, so easily!). The 
particular disk I have has all of the author’s help files 
(accessed by hitting OPTION or KEIF and the appropriate key 
for the aenu you want to see). 

In addition to all of the noraal word processor features 
(Find, Replace, insert, 1/0 operations, Move, Paste and 
about 40 jore), it supports user defined fonts (which can be 
created with Create-a-Fopt, a public dseain font aaker 
available froa aost club' libraries), an unusually large 
ffer (about 2 126 sectors, larger than Atariwriter. or Hose 
...iter), and aacros. ‘ 


Until I read the Textpro docs I thought a sacro was a 
fish of the faeily Scoabridae. In iayaan’s tares: a aacro 
allows several operations to be done at once using a single 
keystroke. So far, I've only used the aacros on the disk, 
however, there are serious possibilities in this. Ny 
favorite, (in writing this review) is Swap , it allows ie v to 
work on two different doeuaents using ay raadisk as a buffer 
for the second docuaent and just by pressing the START 
button, being able to work on two things at once. Dr, if 
you're like ae, and can’t reaesber how to write a nodi f ted 
block letter, all you have to do is create a sacro that sets 
op the for® and fill in the blanks. 

Not only did the authors read the Hordstar eanual and 
include every possible feature, they also oust have spent a 
few hours with Da Re Atari and Atari Technical Notes. I 
have r.ot been able to hang the p: -gra# nor have I been able 
to do anything to snag it that couldn’t be fixed with a 
Systet Reset. The prograa is fast, its 1/0 operations are 
quicker than other coeaercial prograss and eore foolproof to 
boot. (Ani plans fore a spelling chekre in the futuer?! 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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COME TO THE ATARI 

ST EXPSHTStlt 
Atari Corporation shipped 
the first commercial 5233 T 
computers domestically in 
July 1985. Software Plus 
has been selling si's all 
the time between then and 
now.. .we know our ST’sl 
At Software Plus, we sell, 
service, and support the 
Atari ST line of computers. 
Yes, we are an authorized 
Atari ST service center! 
Need a hard disk, modem, 
or printer? 


WE HAVE THEMf 
Software Plus is proud to 
feature the largest selection 
of ST software in the entire 
Chicago areal Come in and 
browse racks and racks and 
racks of home & business 
productivity, educational, 
developmental, and enter- 
tainment software. 

We can also feed your 
guest for knowledge! We 
stock the Abacus and 
Compute book series along 
with many magazines just 
for ST owners! 


WHY SO SLSWHERE7 

AH your ST needs are 
met In one store! Software 
Plus has everything you 
need from Macintosh emu- 
lators to MIDI synthesizers, 
StarGiiders to Publishing 
Partners, and a whole tot 
more! 


^SPECIAL SCAT OFFER! 


Get a 20% discount off of 
Jyour software purchases 
| whan you present your 
[SCAT membership cardl 


Complaints Dept: Actually, 1 have no oajor cotp taints. 
The search and replace could be a bit faster (to change 
‘and* to ‘sand* in a 126 sector docueent takes 92 seconds). 
This is actually the second review I wrote for Textpro. The 
first one got wiped out at laa when I loaded a file right 
over top of it. In ay drowsiness 1 thought it would aerely 
append it to the bottoa. This is where a aessage like 
‘Erase File in ifeaory (y/n)“ would be really helpful. 

In conclusion, 1 would just like to say that Textpro is 
MUST for anybody who does serious word processing. It is 
public dooain, searing that you can download it froa you 
local BBS or buy it froe your Atari User Group. In ay 
opinion, this prograa could blow out aost other coiaercial 
prograas and would sake an excellent addition to any library 
(be sure to get the accoapanying Doc files too). 

MICHIGAN ATARI MAGAZINE PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The TEXTPRO 


versions do not have a 'preview* aode. Even so, I use 
Textpro EXCLUSIVELY now for work in both ay profession and 
for this Magazine. , ? 

I DO have two coap taints about TEXTPRO. First, sector 
counts are r.ot displayed in the disk directories, jn order 
to display acre of thea at once^ I don't know about anyone 
else, but the sue of a file is IMPORTANT to ee» Second, if 
you put TWO SPACES after a period (a standard for eat for 
publications), and the wordwrap during the printing causes 
the second to wrap to the next line, it is NOT SUPPRESSED 
(the .first IS, as they BOTH should be). I hope that these 
iteas are soon addressed by the authors of this fine 
package. " •» '* ’ • '■ --r. 

That aside, the only DIFFICULT thing about TEXTPRO is 
understanding how such a GREAT PROGRAM can be PUBLIC DOMAIN! 
-- John Nagy) 


revolution in word processing is just beginning. Already 
another npw version (2. Sr) has been released that allows use 
with a ’ RS-232 handler in place. Now that eight not sees 
like euch, but the doc for the new version 'suggests putting 
it on the Vase disk as EXPRESS 850... call EXPRESS 
'AUTORUN. SYS* and TEXTPRO 'DUP.SYS*, and any reset froe 
EXPRESS will' take you into TEXTPRO... while a sitple 
coe® and froe TEXTPRO would return you to EXPRESS... all in 
RAKDISKS if you like for INSTANT SNAPPING. TIKES. 


Supplied by the CHAOS BBS 
(517) 371-1106 


And . it that weren’t enough, the new version has a VERY 
CLEVER and EASY systets to divide and re-aerge files that are 

too large to work on in one piece, a arable* that the size 

of the work space in any word processor often -causes. You 
sieply place the cursor where you want to cut off the 
partially loaded oversize file, and press a button. The 
'upper* part of the file disappears into "a new file (in a 
RAHD1SK if you like) .and the file continues to load into the 
newly opened area o? work space. When you get to where you 
want to be,, edit "as you like, and another keypress 

reasseables the entire file. YIBETY YIKE! -V... 

~ ~ ' v X»’ s * ; * 

This file divide MACRO will soon be available as an 

EXTENSIDN Ji le-v far use with version 1.2a (which still has 
it’ 5 own virtues that were left out for coapatibility 

reasons in version 2.§r), I also wrote ay own MACRO that 

will take. any foriat'fiie t find'TST, ASCII, ANYTHING!) and 
in . seconds., 'move, replace, : 'redo, refer eat it into 1) the 
proper, style ' for printing iiP this eagaz ins (paragraph 

notation ‘and all), 2) another Version with codifications for 
display -on the BBS, and 3) Yet another for uploading to 
COMPUSERVE. All while I jiist'watch. 

More EXTENSION files are also planned for other special 
purposes. Additionally, the authors of TEXTPRO are planning 
’an 80' COLUMN version that should work with the Hlfl (free ICQ 
‘CHRP), the ACE-80 CARTRIDGE (fro# AMIABLE COMPUTING), and 
the ATARI 80 coluan box (assuming it is ever released). 
iWiths-this aodifitation. TEXTPRO will fulfill ALL* of ay own 


C.S.A. Limited 

SMI. Box 66233 
A.AUF. OTiaro 
Illinois, 60686 
(312)623-7003 

■■ 3P ' ^ 

The host in Software, 
Hardware and Accessories 
for all ATAItl computers. 
Call for FREE catalog. 
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desires in a word processing package, since the’ cur rent 
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COMPUTER CELLAR 


aisiEnmsiiumiESLnn 
ffisum / M»5is! imum-w 


I ! GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION SPECIALS 1 1 

: sm Mimics. NX-io printer 

$ 219,05 

TIMEINORKS.SOFMRE 

momiTER, om mgr, smcuc 

m OFF LIST PRICE. 

THESE SAVINGS WON'T LAST LONG SO HURRV IN I 


BE SURE TO COME IN AND 
ENTER OUR DRAWING IFOR 
A QUALITY STAR PRINTER 
AND SOFTWARE 
NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN : OFFER AVAILABLE 
MAY 3-8 1987 : DRAWING TO BE HELD 6:00PM , MAY 9 
WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY PHONE OR MAIL 
AND MAY COLLECT PRIZE DURING NORMAL BUISNESS 
HOURS WITHIN 10 DAYS AFTER NOTIFICATTON 
WE ALSO PROVIDE CLUB / USERGROUP MEMBERSHIP 
INFORMATION FOR SCAT , CLAUG , ETC. 
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KIND OF PROGRAM ^ MOULD I 

BE WHEN I GROW UR*'? 

by Bill Silverman 


Reprinted froa the newsletter of the Capitol District deal Kith a thinking coaputer opponent. Then case GALACTIC 

Atari Coaputer Enthusiasts, Albany KY QUEST which was the first pragraa to try and put all these 

things together in one prograa - sote of it worked, the 
Atari folklore tells us that the world started Kith PONE, graphics were good, the sound effects used soae of the 

reached superlative heights Kith STAR RAIDERS and has been aachines capabilities, you traded, stole, connived, bought 

waiting for the next great step ever since. Having recently and sold coeeodities, pirates attacked your ship, you fought 

tinkered Kith the ST basic version of Star Trek fros Antic 1 back, repaired your ship. Conceptually the prograi was 

have found eyself reflecting on the genealogy of Space gases great, operationally, well the .coapany soon Kent out of 
•for Atari computers. business. 


fly favorite space gaees have been those that have 
etphasized strategy over brute arcade action. The original 
STAR RAIDERS is still the finest arcade action available and 
also incorporates strategy. The gaae, however, while truly 
superlative lacks depth, that is to say it is essentially 
one dieensional - find and destroy ZYLONS ! ! T On ether hand, 
no one has has used an 6K cartridge as well before or since 
STAR RAIDERS and eany purely arcade gases using 48 or 64K do 
not seasure up to it’s standards of 3-E action, 

Ny next gaee purchase was STAR TREK version 2.0 on a 32K 
tape written in Basic - yes that was a long tiee ago (early 
1932) - The graphics had color- and-a-bi-g-blgtky-Entefpr-ise- 
that sped at 8asic slow speed over a graphics 7 playfield 
with a standard text window at the botto* of the screen. 
Photon torpedoes plodded along towards stationary Klingon 
ships, phaser beats were plodding straight red lines drawn 
across the screen. This was a text gaee with lieited 
graphics to brighten things up. But way back then it was 
great * strategy was delightful and real tiae tactical 
thought had to be nade to successfully discover planets, 
destroy Klingons, repair your ship, defend star bases" all 
within the tise lieit of your eission. By the way when this 
. prograc is run in the fast eode with BASIC XE everything 
seeas to fly. 

. v 

Next cate a - Scot Adass space adventure called GALACTIC 
TRADER that was ported over froe an Apple II. Graphically 
it had nothing .(Apple translation!), sound was nothing 
(Apple translation!), but it had sore rules than any space 
gate I had played and it aade things difficult. You bad to 
plan, take risks, lake a fortune or die young. It tade the 
double secret probation of Anita 1 House a stall test. To 
figure this gaee out aade sy day. 

Kell, there I ai, it’s late 1782 I have the STAR RAIDERS 
cartridge and two 32K tapes. Collectively they were the 
perfect prograa. In the next couple of years two other 
prograas cane by that had fleeting soaents - INVASION ORION 
another Apple retread with bad Apple graphics and sound 
aatched with Atari's floating point routines cade a aissile 
|ho\ a two ainute oath drill. But at least you now had- to 


So the GREAT SPACE SAKE regained to be written, produced, 
distributed; The years went by and Atari was Traaeilized, 
the ST was born and this' tiae a friendly little prograa - 
SUNDOfi - wants to daie GREAT SPACE SAKE title. 

SUNDOG provides the .player with a saall galaxy with a 
host of planets that rely on traders to ferry goods between 
star systeas. There are bad guys with varying degrees of 
bravery, araaaent and ability, coaaodity exchanges on every 
planet that rise and fall based on vour deliveries and the 
passage of tiae, and a bank that is hoping you’ll fail so it 
can get your ship to sell for a big fat profit. 



Hhat fakes this pane intriguing is the process of 
discovery that you experience the first two or three tises 
you play the gaae. The instructions are clear enough so 
that you know how operate your ship and land raver, but 
leaves all the finesse and decision caking up to you. The 
fission in SUNDOG is sieple, coaplete a contract with a 
utopian group to stock their new colony with supplies and 
colonists and the shin is yours. Along the way cake as such 
aoney for yourself as you can. But vou have very li cited 
resources at the beginning of the gaee and in your first 
gaae you have no idea what you should do. You have to solve 
all those keys yourself. If you like space si eolations, 
like to spend hours solving puzzles, get into occasional 
space duels, and also cooaodities aarket trading on a 
galactic scale, check this gaae out. 

SUNDOG’ s graphics are quite stunning using the low 
resolution code to get 1& bright well defined colors on the 
screen. There are a few types of cities in the galaxy - 
urban, agrarian, aining, and utopian. Each coaaunity type 
has it’ 5 own unique set of buildings. The arcade coablt in 
space is well done using the souse for ail control, in’. fact 
gaee is 1001 aouse driven. 

SUNDOG is on a copy protected disk Nith a suggested 
retail price of $39.93 (plus a secret $10.00 charge for a 
backup disk). 
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you like it that way). It's a well done case and, like the , 
original, addictive* In fact* if you'll excuse te* I think .»■ 
I'll go set if J can beat ay neighbors high score* 


In his first install lent of the ANALOG On Line article 
series, Blake Arnold takes a look at sane classic Sbit case 
software, Bounty bob lives* 


Vou'U never guess what I just got! Bounty Bob Strikes 
Back for ay Atari 800, Sure, it's been cut for a while {a 
few years fiaybe?), but I just got it a few days ago* In 
case you're not familiar with either fiiner 2049* er or Bounty 
Boh Strikes Back* they're both sictlar to Donkey Kong, but 
«ith a t«i st. Bob (the chubby little guy that you control) 
has to go retrieve things that sere abandoned in an old 
uranium eine* He also has to coyer (walk on) all of the 
platforms; they fill in with color as he walks on the&* If 
Bab leaves so me h as ana section without walking on it, he 
won’t be allowed to leave that level. Being a uraniua fiine, 
the place is radioactive, and we all know &hat that does to 
life feras, don't we? That's right, it states thee! 

In the sine there are stated creatures? should Bob touch 
one, he is instantly fried (fried say be an 
unferstatMfifli!), or if he lingers too Isnq in a roos he 
will die of radiation poisoning* If Bob successfully (goad 
luck) applets* a rocs, he is sent to the next level. Each 
of the levels is a little harder than the other, but there 
is a way to skip sone rooss. If you complete a certain 
number of roo&s, you say see a secret sassage that will 
allow you to ^arp" directly to that rooe again, without 
having to complete the entire series again (just think, I 
know a fetf of the tfarps,,. but I 'a not telling you where 
they are!)* 

The gaas is supposed ta be the sequel to fliner 2049* or , 
I feel a little sorry for Boh this tiee, though, This' new 
version is a lot harder than the old ttmer 2049'er was, even 
on its easiest screen. There's also lots of new devices to 
get Bob around; there are suction tubes (like huge vacuus 
cleaners*. they suck Bob up at one place and put his down at 
another), elaborate slides, ears hoists, and acre saving 
pi at for os. There's so euch going on in this newt?) gaee 
that it's unusual not to see at least one of those devices 
in a root* In fact, if you DON'T see one, sweat! Chances 
are if there's net one of thee in the roos, Bob has got sane 
heavy-duty jumping to do! That's another point where this 
new (ok, *not so new 0 ) version differs; Bob can eafce juads 
of different length by moving the joystick one way or the 
other (this can lead to sudden death if you forget about it 
and Mke Bob juap a little too far), 

I've managed to struggle (like 1 said, this gas*e is HARD) 
through quite a few of the screens on this gase, and so far 
they've all offered acre of a challenge that the “Zone 10* 
level of fliner 2W*er. The gaae contains aany options that 
oake it s constant challenge to play (or a little easier, if 


B quntv _ BLfb Strikes Back is fro® Big Five Software, but 
i’s not sure if they're still in business. If you'd like to 
buy Bounty Bob Strides Back (it's a cartridge), the best 
places to try would be the dealers who caae to the SCAT 
aeetings* If they can't help you, try large sail -order 
houses, or the places that specialize in rare eercfiandise 
like that, such as American TV, B & C Cosputervisions, or 
Electronic One (all advertise in ANALOG), 

Blake Arnold 
(Delphi 1 BLAKE) 



Pa4Q® 


Lxn 


X 


Balance a-f Power 
by Chris Crawford 
Distributed by Hindscape 
Review by Michael If. Riley 


1 aa hard pressed for words to describe this 
'siiulation' created by aany arduous hours of research and 
programing by ace gaee designer Chris Crawford. hr. 
Crawford has atteapted a feat unmatched by his 
conteaporaries. He has tried to quantify the political 
powers which shape our world into a prooraa which is sore of 
a siaulation than just another war gaae. This analysis of 
'geopolitical farces in the nuclear age is the basis of this 
entertainaent feat. 

The pretise is siaple. You are the leader of the U.S.A. 
or U.S.S.R. and you aust steer a course through history 
which will increase your country’s prestige while at the 
saae tiae avoiding annihilation of the Imaan race. In other 
words) you get to play president, flnlv difference here is 
that you sake all the decisions. Therefore, any mistake can 
only be biased on yourself (and not the House or Senate!. 

The actual progras is a port froe an earlier Macintosh 
version of . the gaie. This is evident in the title screen, 
which is a Hac-ish black . and white collage .of pictures 
indicating military, econoeic and' diplomatic scenes, 
However, once past this initial introduction (as well as 
choosing the four -types-of gases, nationality and 1=2 player 
options), the gaeer is presented. .») th a flat world sap, 
colorfully displaying pertinent information in light or dark 
green or red. Pros here on, the fate of the world rests in 
your hands. 

Along the aany options players have to choose froa, you 
* eay start by analyzing individual countries. All iaportanl 
infonation is just, a souse click away, Kant to know the 
status of India? Just point to that country on. the sap and 
'click/- Infersative data on anything froa newspaper 
stories- - to SNP - on that country can be accessed. You can 
spend over an' hour-just analyzing these factors for the 62 
countries represented in thegase. However, once you are 
faiiliar with the world situation, you say begin to use your 
military strengths to start racking up prestige points for 
ypur country by sending weapons, troops or sonev to any 
country you desire. However, care should be taken with 
the^e decisions, since.'- one wrong dove could spell certain 
docs, . 

I. .haven’t played the gaae enough to bEcoae faailiar with 
the cdiputer’s (actually, Hr, Crawford's) tactics, but Hr, 
Crawford has written .a fine 87 page manual which accompanies 
the,. gaae. A predoainant feeling prevails in reading both 
the. aanual and a surprising coeaent if your gaae ends in 
failure ii.e. nuclear war). The feeling I perceived was 
lliat Hr. Crawford was very serious about this sisulatian, so 
serious in fact that he nearly 'went bankrupt for this 
stupid gaie/ How that’s what ! call dedication. 


In a nutshell, this progras will only be enjoyed by 
those who intend to take its content seriously. This is a 
very cerebral game with a lot of factors going on at once. 
I can only recomsend this entertainaent package to a person 
with a rational, patient, and level headed personality, 
since this gase is no Starglider. !f you think you have the 
brains to run the country better than our leaders are, then 
this program has a lot to teach you. 

Finally, I reaeaber reading in a review of the Amiga 
version that the reviewer suggests political aeabers running 
for office should successfully survive this gate as a 
prerequisite to entering the presidential race. After 
experiencing this work of art, I’s ready to start that 
' petition. 


X PT30 1 WARNING 
By' RAUL ALHART 


Reprinted froe the Atari Federation Newsletter via SAND, 
The Newsletter of the Atari Users Sroup of Hestchester. 

If you own an XH301 nodes, you eay own an electronic 
‘Tise Bosh/ - After a rash of hardware failures last lonth,. 
which included sacking, a disk drive and two printer 
interfaces, I- found the cause of «y problei to be sy XH301, 
The soden '- : wofkdd fine, but was killing off ay systes piece 
by piece, 

The reason has to do with the thirteen wires cosing free 
the serial I/O plug, although only nine wires are actually 
used by the modes. The other four wires have about 1/8 inch- 
bare wire showing, and are just hanging around, 
untsreinated, waiting to touch something they shouldn’t. I 
have checked other XH301 sodeae and this condition existed 
in thea too. 

Here is what to do IMMEDIATELY; 

With all power OFF, resove the two screws froe the bottoa 
of the aoden and lift off the plastic case. Inspect the 
wires where they enter the aodea. You will find that four 
of the wires are not connected to anything. If these wires 
have ANY bare aetal showing, cut it off. Be careful to keep 
the cut-off pieces froa falling into the aodea. Next, tape 
each wire individually, so that it cannot possibly touch any 
other wires or parts in the nodes, Put the aodea back in 
its case, replace the screws, and you are done, 1 have 
written to ATARI regarding this problem, but have not 
received a reply as yet. 

Mote: This nay be an isolated problem, but when I checked 
sy modes I found bare wires looking for trouble. I found 
heat shrink tubing worked best. If you own an XM301, I 
highly recossend checking for this potential disaster NON! 
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KMOST 

Personal Computer System 


The Only One Megabyte Computer for under S 1000. 




FEATURES: 

• Integrated CPU, keyboard, disk drive design. 

• 1.048.576 byte; RAM. 

• 196,608 byres ROM. 

• Built-In Operating System (TOS). 

• Full -stroke. 94- key intelligent keyboard. 

• 3 1/2" douDle-stded. double-density disk drive. 

720 kilobyte storage capacity (formatted). 

• Two-button mouse. 

• Sound generating capabilities — 3 voices from 30 Hz 
to above audible range. 

• 512 colors. 

• Selectable graphic resolution 
640 x 400 monochrome 
640 x 200 x 4 colors. 

320 x 200 x 16 colors. 


» Midi In/Out ports. 

• industry standard parallel interface port. 

• RS232C serial modem port. 

• Floppy disk port {including controller! 
for 2nd disk drive, 

• Hard disk port. 

• ROM cartridge porr. 

• Mouse and joystick ports. 

TECHNICAL DATA: 

• MC68000 microprocessor: 32-bit internal, 16-bit external 
architecture. 

• Clock speed 8 MHz. 

REQUIREMENTS; 

ATARI RGB or Monochrome Monitor. 


miUBLc ft 

r/f OAlA WTiJ'S, 221 J a. tOQik Stnss±, Quictn^o, IL 6C&* j 2) 2%-h ]f*$ 


The Only Personal Computer for Less than $ 1 Per Kilobyte. 
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and BEST Computer ... and the Mac Bongo 
bv Dave Smal 1 
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Reprinted fra# CURRENT NOTES. 

The Rocky Hountain (read, "Denver*) Atari Expo mss Last 
Defend. I, along with Data Pacific, went to it. 

It was successful .Atari was there, Dave Bee keseyer 
showed up, Supra, Astra... eany of the coapanias active with 

the ST, 

For those of you who know sy feelings about Neil Karris' 
beard, which looked like sooething froa the streets of 
Lebanon during the CES show -- you’ll be pleased to know his 
beard is now fully grown. At the seninar I hosted, I and 
about fifty other people gave his a round of applause for 
cospleting this arduous project. (Or, as Neil said on 
DELPHI s ’Dave Ssall apologized for his coaeents about ey 
beard in Current Notes.") He fist a little touchy about it 
, so if you do get a chance, write hie and congratulate hie 
on it. 

The aost ' interesting booth far ee was the Best 
Electronics booth. This is an outfit in San Jose. They 
sell a lot of discontinued Atari parts to- various dealers. 

. Right there, on the sign, it said: “Epros cartridges. 
Kagic Sac coapatible. fib. ttec ROHs: 540." 

Pretending I didn’t know what that aeant, 1 asked. The 
san running the booth replied, "hell, you get one of «y 
Eproe cartridges, and plug in the Hac ROMs, and use the 
. Hagic Sac software with it." 

■> : " « \ v 

i * V 1 - % 

. Naturally, this eade ee feel great. This guy was selling 
, cartridges to rip off a year of sy life. 

"But ! don’t want to pay $40 for ease Hac ROHs," I said. 

"Kell", he replied, "I sake EPRQH copies all the tiise. 
They're the only ones that work in sy cartridge. I eade 
twenty or so and sent then to friends of sine. Just let se 
know how aany you need." 

Then, he pointed to sy booth, slightly out of sight 
behind hie. 

"I hear Dave whathisnase doesn’t like this," he said, 
pointing to his Eproa cartridge. 

Big surprise. 

Hell, what could 1 do? Hurder is illegal in Colorado. 


And unfortunately, i don’t know anyone at Apple to let 
know about this person, who is busily ripping oft their 
operating systes for his cartridge. In the real Hagic Sac, 
only real Apple ROHs work, the idea being that soee where 
along the line, Apple got incoee out of those ROHs, be it to 
a dealer or end user. 

1 

It’s a strange feeling, getting ripped off like this. 
But the final irony was still to cose. Best had another 
sign, cosplaimng about a local Colorado coapsny that had 
written Best Electronics a bad check, (I hope you’ll 
understand when i tell you that I went over to this local 
outfit and congratulated then.) 


The person running the 
getting ripped off." 


Best booth said, '1 just hate 


It was too strange to laugh at. 

I suppose in the long run he’ll get his. Soaeone froa 
Apple will order up a set of EPROMS, check thee out, and 
prosecute, Apple wasn't afraid to take on Digital Research; 
I can't iaagine that soae two-bit sail order storE would be 
■uch trouble at all. 

The week was off to a weird start. So then I case into 
the office to discover the Hac Bongo, that soae kind soul in 
Belgium sent to ae. 

This is also pretty strange. The authors tool, a Hagic 
Sac disk, copied the Apple ROHs to the ease disk, and 
patched the software to remove the copyright notices. It 
was done in Geraany, and is being given away to anyone by a 
user group there: it reached the United States recently, 

Of course, it’s breathtakingly illegal to copy the Apple 
ROHs. 

The documentation is written in Geraan. 1 found soaeone 
on the BIX network willing to translate it for ae. 

The Mac Bongo was laleosti posted to Usenet, an 
international network. The guy who posted it said, “t think 
Dave Saall just did a cartridge to increase his profits." 

How naive. The cartridge is the aost expensive part of 
the whole package. He'd gladly ditch it if we could. Alas, 
the Apple ROHs are copyrighted, and there’s r.o other legal 
way to sell the product — we have to provide soee eechanise 
to get those ROHs into the computer, and the cartridge is 
it. 




June , 


1 


This saae felloe, in Belgiui, is the guy who took Atari’s - 
autoiatic harg^lisk hooter, stuck his naee on it, and posted 
it to Usenet. It then went to Delphi and CoapuServe, before 
soieone at Atari' recognized it as a ripoff and had it 
^tilled. 

I think soietiaes of what would have happened if the 
Apple ftCKs had been posted to a public network. It’d be 
like posting thei to CoapuServe. The tern “fire and 
briistone" coies to aind. Rial Biblical stuff. 

flat Bongo has credits to several people in Geraany (ail 
pseudonyis) who did the work. 

Personally, I have to wonder about anyone crazy enough to 
go through a prograe and reaove a hundred separate checks 
for the ROMs being physically present, which is how aany I 
put in there. (Ten sets of ten, well hidden.) What 
activates people to do this? A weird terroristic urge? 
Kicker aania? "David Saail aaking too such profits?" 

Alas, they' even picked the Kagic Sac to rip off. They 
did version 2.0$, which has a fair nusber of bugs. Now, 3.0 
or even 3.5 I could see, but 2.00? Who wants it when things 
that are such better are easily available? 


Mot that the jpb is competently done. Basically, when 
the Mae Bongo people found stuff they didn’t understand, 
which was ail the tiae, they deleted it. The progras 
nan ages to fuable along, but crashes a great deal. What’s 
funny is that all the crashes are the sase, pretty auch. and 
I get calls about thee on the tech support line at work. My 
advice is also the saee: Don’t try to use a npped-off 
Kagic Sac. 

The aotivatnr is also broken. They needed the space to 
wedge in their patch, so they switched it off. Their 
documentation says, "The Motive ter never worked anyway... 1 
Ha. 

The Mac Bongo is being spread very quickly now; there’s 
nothing that can be done to stop it, unfortunately. Yet 1 
think it will disappear without a trace very shortly, like 
other bad'ripoffs. The bad thing about the cosputer nets is 
haw quickly news about a bad prograe can spread as well. 

All I’d ask, if you feel like it, is to let people who 
have the Mac Bongo know that is quite buggy and generally 
the quality you’d expect free a crude ripoff. It’s also the 
quality you’d expect of people without the brains to realize 
the sort of private investigators Apple coaputer can afford 
to hire to track thee down. 


Computer Outpost 

in the Poplar M Shopping Carter 



288 off all software - no extra charge for credit cards 

No charge for shipping 

W takers; present this ad ini your rtrslip ~ 
card to receive an additional % off! 
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May Minutes 




The seeling of the S*C.A.T. began at 11:20 on Saturday 
Hay 2 at the College of Dupage. Jeff Williams, the new 
President , proceeded with the introduction of the SIG’s (ST, 
Beginner, & Hidi) with the chair«n of each giving a brief 
outline of their purpose. Hike Cosentino offered to have 
the next HID I fleeting at his iioae above his store because lie 
has all the equipaent needed and nobody would need to bring 
anything. 


Jeff then proceeded with 
officers of the club. The 
(Jaf~Data, CDZ Computers, 
tferchandizing, and GSfi Ltd.) 
wares was fade. 


the introduction of the new 
introduction of the dealers 
Computer Cellar, Bars 
and a description of their 


1 was brought up that the position of Secretary will be 
vacant and it was asked that any interested person contact 
one of the club officers if they would like to assume the 
duties of the pest, The office of Secretary is an appointed 
one and not elected. 

The CLAUS user group has extended an invitation to 
lefibers of SCAT to attend a dinner and meeting on June 1, 
1937 at Triton College, The dinner will precede the testing 
which starts at 3:30pa. It is not necessary to attend the 
dinner to attend the Besting. RSVP’s were requested by 
phone no later than flay 9th for the catered dinner portion 
of the evening, so if you not at the meeting, it is too 
late. Atari representatives and others will be attending 
the seating and it should be an enjoyable event for all 
Atari enthusiasts, 

Jeff proceeded with a discussion of Electronic Arts TEA) 
buyout of Batteries Included (BIL Trip Hawkins of £A' was 
on CoepuServe and answered a lot of questions pertaining to 
the buyout and the support that we can expect. Selected 
excerpts of the transcript were read, ana it. was aentioned 
that the entire transcript will be available fir downloading 
froa the SCAT BBS, In addition to the norial EA hotline 
rmfiber of 415-572-AftTS, there will be an additional hotline 
nuaber setup for BL The BI hotline nuaber will be 
415-573-0316, 


enjoyed all that J have done and all that 1 have set, I 
wish the best for the dub and hope that someone out there 
will volunteer tnat wants to get involved. Please do not be 
afraid. 1 had only been a mender for 2 months and owned an 
Atari for 3 months when I asked for the position, 

Donald A. HetUund 


V_x 


President’s Corner 


CONTINUED FROM FOSE 2 

companies' stupid enough to worry about us anymore. We. hold 
the future of our computers in our hands. Will we rush 
headlong to our own destruction 1 like our little leasing 
friends? We shall see. 


I hope you will all be able to lake it to our June 
meeting on the 6th, We will have Ken Reid giving a 
presentation on Turbo Basic, a supercharged Atari Basic for 
XL/1E computers, , * and guess what.,, it’s in the public 
dosainf Then we will have Alan Reeve showing us News 
Station ST and aaybe one or_tw£ other goodies he’s been 
cooking up. See you Saturday! 


Trackball to Mouse 


CONTINUED FROM P8&E 4 

Now hook it up to the ST to flake sure it works properly, 
Before you close it up, I recoseend that you strain-reiieve 
the cord. The easiest way to do this is to tie a knot in 
the cord where it exits the case (this will keep it from 
being accidentally pulled out of the trackball!. Close it 
up and you’re done. 


General questions were then asked and break began at Special 
12:30, Again, due to health problems 1 had to flies the last pinouts, 
half of the meeting, I as confident that the rest of the 
Ginutes will be added to these. 


thanks to Ncr§ Wei nr ess for info on the LH339 


Blake Arnold (Delphi IBLAKE1 


In stepping down froa the position of Secretary, I would 
like to take a moment to say * THANKS’ for giving ae the 
opportunity to serve to Bob Dillon who appointed me, 1 
think a lot of SCAT and ail of the aeabers, officers, and 
dealers that I have gotten to know. 1 still plan on 
attending as many of the meetings as possible and have 
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SCAT general eeetings are held on the -first Saturday of each 
south at JlrOOaa. See the calendar for dates. The location 
;S the College of Dupage - Student Resource Center, Uebert 
Id. between Roosevelt and Sutter/ i eld Rds., 61 en Ellyn, IL. 


The SCAT Neks let ter is a publication of the 'Suburban Chicago 
Marians. Any consents or questions should be addressed to 
SCAT via P.Q. Sox 72266, Roselle, IL 60172. Or call any of 
the fall oxing officers: 


The beginner's SIS Beets at the College of DuPage at 10:00a* 
lone hour before the regular setting). [Chairaen: To* 
Oartelt 637-5379 & Dan Hirschfeld 966-71871 

The ST SI 6 aeets around the first Tuesday of each sonih at 
7:00ptt. See the calendar for the exact dates. All nestings 
are at the Roselle Public Library, Park Ave., Roselle, IL. 
fChaiman: Hike Yocua 469-44903 

The KI9I SIS aeets on the third Tuesday of each aonth at 
tiaes and locations to be announced. [Chatman Greg La Bret 
425-20853 


Jeff Billiass 
Ken Reid 
Ron Rogers 
Ron Ufkin 
Kris Cosentino 
Jeff Jirsa 
Bob Dillon 
Jill Des Jardins 
John Seaenek 
Steve Sikorski 
Bob Schuncht 
24 hour Bulletin 


President ' 587-5384 

Vice President 893-2913 

Treasurer 824-0588 

8-bit. Librarian 636-3345 

16-bit Librarian 47i-B476 

Secretary 

Newsletter Ed. 639-1412 

fl-b it Editor 893-9119 ,-- 

Sysop :: <462-9833 

Adventure Master '830-0667 

Presi dent' Eaeri tus 39.4.-4334 

Board Systes 462-9844 


The schedule and location of nestings are subject to change Remission to reprint any aaterial fro* this newsletter is 


so be sure 
cofrect date. 


to look in the east recent newsletter for the 


The deadline for subeission of eater ial or advertising copy 
for the newsletter is the 10th of the prior aonth. All 
material received after that date will be considered for 
inclusion in a future issue. 


£. o « 

0 V 

k ft 

ft Or if ! 

H T— ' o 

e 0 u tn 

OS *4 fl5 

s £ c - 

V, 3 ’O 

r-* -O 

flj v en n 
£ 3 k T 4 

□ a ^ 


2 

0 

H 

h 

u 

H 

J 
lL 

1 
<L 

1 c. 

U u 1 

£ M 

•? I 
EG a (0 
£ £ 
111 
s 
I 
111 
t 


01 

• c 

hr 

>0 

<0 

u 


4J H 3 X 

o o 
is * >ca 
■o + 

C ^ ■ 

4J ^ O 

«t * 

- 3 Ol 

> -i * 

e -4 O' ^ 

m eCh 

e c - <i 
ft ■«* V u 
v- o ffl cn 
0) 

L E 

ft O ** 
ah- a 

X 4J 

L Of 
t3 * £ Jj 
ft C 

> U ft 

ft £ T1 
ft ft V C 
ft 

a o o 0 

O O V 

* * c 

VI ^ u 133 

n m -H u 
* 


ii 

m 

z 


0 


\ 

r 

i 

i 

v 

V 

m 


> 

L 

Q 

E 

ai 

z 


t 

i 

i 

i 

c 

Q 

£ 

£L 


a 

u 

o 

U 


Sr 

TJ 

a 


0 

ft 

2 

ft 

Z 


granted to any not 
credits are given, 
magnetic iiedu can 
for acre inforiation. 


for profit User Group provided proper 
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